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not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars 
of love and brotherhood will shine over our 
great nation with all their scintillating 
beauty.
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IN HONOR OF EDWARD FOOTE, 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF MIAMI 

HON. PETER DEUTSCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2000

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career of Edward T. Foote II, Presi-
dent of the University of Miami in Coral Ga-
bles, Florida. As many of my colleagues are 
already aware, President Tad Foote recently 
announced his resignation as the fourth presi-
dent of the University effective June 1, 2001. 
Though his impending departure is a great 
loss for the University and its surrounding 
community, I would like to congratulate Tad 
and thank him for twenty years of hard work 
and dedication to improving the University of 
Miami. 

Over the last two decades, President Foote 
has been instrumental in overseeing the Uni-
versity’s rise to prominence as an elite institu-
tion of higher learning in the United States. 
The statistics are startling: funding for re-
search at the University has reached a total of 
approximately $176 million. In addition, the 
University received a startling number of appli-
cations for this year’s freshman class—over 
13,300 applications were received for an in-
coming class of 1,800. Finally, the University 
has experienced a banner year in its fund-
raising efforts, collecting a total of just under 
$86 million. These figures, all school records, 
will ensure that the University is prepared to 
take on the challenges facing higher education 
in the United States as we enter the new mil-
lennium. 

There can be no doubt that these impres-
sive statistics are directly related to Tad 
Foote’s stewardship of the University of Miami 
throughout the past twenty years. He has truly 
transformed the University, instilling a sense of 
pride and confidence in the quality of edu-
cation that the school provides. Though his 
term as president will expire in 2001, Presi-
dent Foote has agreed to remain affiliated with 
the University until 2003 as Chancellor, a posi-
tion that allows him to assist in the transition 
process. This decision to further his affiliation 
with the University is an action that clearly 
demonstrates President Foote’s extraordinary 
dedication to the students and faculty of the 
University of Miami. 

Mr. Speaker, though the South Florida com-
munity will truly miss the leadership that Tad 
Foote has provided as President of the Uni-
versity of Miami over the course of the past 
twenty years, I am confident that he will re-
main a prominent figure in the community as 
he begins to enter a new phase in his life. We 
all owe him a tremendous debt of gratitude, 
and I would like to thank him for all his efforts 
on behalf of the entire South Florida commu-
nity.
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
honor one of my state’s greatest advocates of 
integrity and moral character, Mr. Marv Valen-
tine. Marv is a good friend, a community hero 
and an extraordinary public servant who has 
devoted his life to building the character of 
tens of thousands of Boy Scouts in Michigan. 
Marv is retiring this year after more than 30 
years as the revered Camp Director of the 
Michigan Lake Huron Area Council’s Boy 
Scout Camp, better known as Camp Rotary. I 
am sure that Congressman CAMP will echo my 
sentiments when I say that Marv has truly 
been an inspiration and a role model for Boy 
Scouts everywhere. 

When Marv arrived at Camp Rotary in 1968, 
he was greeted with three dilapidated struc-
tures and a lackluster outreach program. Bare-
ly 100 Boy Scouts attended the Camp that 
summer. In the years that followed, the build-
ings were replaced, the number of children at-
tending increased and additional structures 
were created. Because of Marv’s persever-
ance and leadership, Camp Rotary, not only 
grew, but thrived. 

What is truly astonishing, today, is the num-
ber of Boy Scouts who attend Camp Rotary 
every year—over 10,000. In Thirty years, Marv 
has led more than 100,000 Boy Scouts and 
Eagle Scouts to that high plateau of character 
where leadership, honor and integrity are 
words to live by. So many of these young 
adults have grown into our community leaders 
and upstanding citizens. Those who attended 
Camp Rotary, like Mr. Frank Bartlett and Mr. 
Greg Flood, cite Marv’s guidance as an es-
sential influence in their life, and as a leader 
who they will always look up to, and always 
follow with trust and gratitude.
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Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, today, Camp Ro-
tary is a testament to Marv’s talents. The 
1,100-acre youth camp boasts more than 20 
buildings, including a nature lodge with one-
way glass for viewing animals, a newly ren-
ovated dining hall, adequate staff cabins, a 
chapel, and handicap accessible showers. 
Marv designed character-building courses, like 
the two 10-station low runs, a 45-foot elevated 
path, and a 40-foot rappelling tower. 

On February 19th, Marv Valentine will re-
ceive the Kentucky Colonels Award, a high 
honor reserved by the state for ambassadors 
of good will and fellowship. It is truly well-de-
served. Another honor that I might offer Marv, 
is the knowledge that he will forever be in the 
hearts and minds of thousands of boys, who 
will carry his guidance and wisdom like a 
badge of honor throughout their lifetime. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure my colleague Con-
gressman JIM BARCIA joins me in wishing him 
much happiness in his retirement with his 
wonderful wife Justine, who has worked side 
by side with Marv at Camp Rotary for so many 
years, and with his son and three grand-
daughters. I am sure that, even in retirement, 
Marv’s selfless community service and civic 
commitment will continue unabated, as will his 
shining example of moral integrity and honor.
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize the distinguished career of Robert 
S. Joe, the Deputy District Engineer for Pro-
grams and Project Management for the Los 
Angeles District of the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers. During Mr. Joe’s 27 years of service 
with the Corps, he has been responsible for 
the total District civil works and military pro-
grams and all aspects of project management 
associated with water and coastal resources 
projects, issues critical to California and the 
nation at large. 

In 1985, Mr. Joe received the Department of 
the Army Meritorious Civilian Award for his ex-
ceptional service. He has guest lectured and 
presented papers on public involvement, con-
flict resolution, public administration and envi-
ronmental analysis over the years at several 
universities and seminars. He has been a tre-
mendous asset to everyone in southern Cali-
fornia, as well as the entire southwestern 
United States. His efforts on a wide variety of 
complex and vitally important Corps projects 
will benefit our nation for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Mr. Joe for all of his efforts on 
behalf of California and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers and wish him well in his retire-
ment.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay special tribute to the life and 
career of an African-American who can be 
considered one of the great arctic explorers, 
Matthew Henson. Mr. Henson was the first 
man to step foot on the North Pole. While his-
tory has credited Commander Robert Peary 
with this extraordinary accomplishment, it was 
in fact this humble, uncelebrated man who ac-
tually made the first triumphant step. 

Matthew Henson is a tremendous motivation 
to us all. He ran away from home at the age 
of eleven and thirty-two years later on April 6, 
1909, through many trials and tribulations, 
found himself at the top of the world. 

Matthew Henson’s achievements have been 
overlooked for far too long. He deserves our 
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